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UM’S MASCOT, SANTA TEAM UP FOR FRIDAY GRIZ PEP RALLY
MISSOULA The Missoula community is invited to help rally the Montana Grizzlies to 15
consecutive wins over the Montana State Bobcats during a pre-game pep rally beginning at 6
p.m. Friday at Southgate Mall.
The University of Montana has teamed up with Southgate Mall, Missoula Public
Schools and the Missoula Symphony Orchestra and Chorale to present a unique event for the
eve of the 100lh match of the cross-state arch rivals. The event begins with a medley of holiday
music played by the orchestra, after which mall management will light a new, giant Christmas
tree as Santa Claus arrives to kick off the holiday shopping season.
The orchestra and chorale will be joined by a 200-voice choir of students from
Missoula elementary schools.
Grizzly football head coach Joe Glenn will get the crowd revved up as he talks about
game day, recaps the success of his first season at UM and forecasts the Grizzlies’ playoff
picture. Glenn will then entertain the crowd by playing some piano tunes.
Throughout the event mall officials will hand out snowman treats to kids, while UM’s
Monte, the Grizzly bear mascot, will give away stuffed mini Monte bears, autographed photos
of himself and temporary Griz tattoos while supplies last.
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One of the event’s main highlights will be Monte, dressed in top hat and tuxedo,
conducting the orchestra and chorale in the playing and singing of the Grizzly fight song, “Up
With Montana.”
One hundred pairs of Grizzlies and Lady Griz basketball tickets will be given away, as
well as UM sweatshirts, T-shirts and other Grizzly logo items. Prize drawing entry forms can
be found in UM’s ad in Wednesday and Friday’s Missoulian. The drawing, however, will be
held next week and winners will receive their prizes from UM in their mail.
Meanwhile, from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Saturday, Monte will greet children and their
families during a no-host brunch at the Reserve Street Wendy’s.
Grizzly fans are urged to wear maroon to Saturday’s game to show their school spirit
when a commemorative photo is being taken. A Lee Enterprises photographer will fly over
Washington-Grizzly Stadium to shoot an aerial photograph of the game and the crowd. Since
temperatures will be below freezing, fans are asking to take off outer jackets when they see a
red and white plane overhead.
Missoulians not lucky enough to get tickets to the sold-out centennial Griz-Cat match
can view the action on large-screen televisions at Southgate Mall. Beginning at noon, the
public can assemble in Sears Court to watch the game. Free soft drinks provided by Coca-Cola
of Missoula and UM’s Grizzlies Blend coffee by Craven’s will be available.
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